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The potential for conflict of interest and bias exists when professional judgment concerning a
primary interest (such as patients' welfare or the validity of research) may be influenced by a
secondary interest (such as financial gain). Perceptions of conflict of interest are as important
as actual conflicts of interest (CMJE 2022).

COl is defined as anything that interferes with, or could reasonably be perceived as interfering
with, the full and objective presentation, peer review, editorial decision-making, or publication
of research or non-research articles submitted to a journal (PLOS ONE, 2022).
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Conflict of Interest
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- =MH 0|5l ZtA (financial relationship)

T H(direct): employment, stock ownership, grants,

patents

« {t8 & (indirect): honoraria, consultancies to sponsoring
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testimony
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When an investigator, author, editor,

or reviewer has a financial/personal
interest or belief that could affect his/her
objectivity, or inappropriately influence
his/her actions, a potential competing
interest exists. Such relationships are also
known as dual commitments, competing

interests, or competing loyalties.

The most obvious competing interests are
financial relationships such as:

© Direct: employment, stock ownership,

grants, patents.

® Indirect: honoraria, consultancies to
sponsoring organizations, mutual fund
ownership, paid expert testimony.

Undeclared financial interests may
seriously undermine the credibility of the
journal, the authors, and the science itself.
An example might be an investigator who
owns stock in a pharmaceutical company

that is commissioning the research.

Competing interests can also exist as a
result of personal relationships, academic
competition, and intellectual passion.” An
example might be a researcher who has:

® A relative who works at the company
whose product the researcher is

evaluating.

® A self-serving stake in the research
results (e.g. potential promotion/career

advancement based on outcomes).

® Personal beliefs that are in direct conflict
with the topic he/she is researching.

Not all relationships represent a

true competing interest-conflicts

can be potential or actual.”* Some
considerations that should be taken into
account include: whether the person’s
association with the organization
interferes with their ability to carry out
the research or paper without bias; and
whether the relationship, when later
revealed, make a reasonable reader feel
deceived or misled.

Full disclosure about a relationship

that could constitute a competing
interest—even if the person doesn't
believe it affects their judgment- should
be reported to the institution’s ethics
group and to the journal editor to which
a paper is submitted. Most publishers
require disclosure in the form of a cover
letter and/or footnote in the manuscript.
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« Springer Nature

Funding (& S
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« Stocks or shares in companies, consultation fees, patents
Hl2 A Ofafi2tA)

 Professional interests, personal relationship, personal
beliefs

Non-financial

Competing Interests

Authors are requested to disclose interests that are directly or indirectly related to the work
submitted for publication. Interests within the last 3 years of beginning the work
(conducting the research and preparing the work for submission) should be reported.
Interests outside the 3-year time frame must be disclosed if they could reasonably be
perceived as influencing the submitted work. Disclosure of interests provides a complete
and transparent process and helps readers form their own judgments of potential bias. This
is not meant to imply that a financial relationship with an organization that sponsored the
research or compensation received for consultancy work is inappropriate.

Interests that should be considered and disclosed include, but are not limited, to the
following:

Funding: Research grants from funding agencies (please give the research funder and the
grant number) and/or research support (including salaries, equipment, supplies,
reimbursement for attending symposia, and other expenses) by organizations that may
gain or lose financially through publication of this manuscript.

Employment: Recent (while engaged in the research project), present or anticipated
employment by any organization that may gain or lose financially through publication of
this manuscript. This includes multiple affiliations (if applicable).

Financial interests: Stocks or shares in companies (including holdings of spouse and/or
children) that may gain or lose financially through publication of this manuscript;
consultation fees or other forms of remuneration from organizations that may gain or lose
financially; patents or patent applications whose value may be affected by publication of
this manuscript.

It is difficult to specify a threshold at which a financial interest becomes significant, any
such figure is necessarily arbitrary, so one possible practical guideline is the following: "Any
undeclared financial interest that could embarrass the author were it to become publicly
known after the work was published.”

Non-financial interests: In addition, authors are requested to disclose interests that go
beyond financial interests that could impart bias on the work submitted for publication

such as professional interests, personal relationships or personal beliefs (amongst others).
Examples include, but are not limited to: position on editorial board, advisory board or
board of directors or other tvbe of management relationshios; writina and/or consultina for
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« = X}(readers)

» PLoSO| 2EtE =20 tiet 2| AS MA[St=s =4t 8%
Ols &= 210 ZQ (Anyone who comments on
published PLOS articles must declare all competing
interests (financial or non-financial) at the time of posting
the comment)
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Who Must Declare Competing Interests?
Authors

At the time of submission, authors must list all competing interests relevant to the submitted research. Examples may include but
are not limited to:

» Names of all funding sources

> Description of funder's role in the study design; collection, analysis, and interpretation of data;, writing of the paper, and/or
decision to submit for publication

» Whether they have served or currently serve on the editorial board of the journal to which they are submitting

» Whether they have acted as an expert witness in relevant legal proceedings

» Whether they have sat or currently sit on a committee for an organization that may benefit from publication of the paper
Editors and reviewers

Editors (professional or academic, paid or unpaid) and reviewers must declare their own competing interests, and if necessary
disqualify themselves from involvement in the assessment of a manuscript

Common reasons for editors and reviewers to recuse themselves from the peer review process may include but are not limited to!
» They work at the same institution or organization as an author, currently or recently

» They collaborate with an author, currently or recently

v

They have published with an author during the past 5 years

v

They have held grants with an author, currently or recently
» They have a financial relationship with the company who funded the research
> They have a personal relationship with an author that does not allow them to evaluate the manuscript objectively

Readers

Anyone who comments on published PLOS articles must declare all competing interests (financial or non-financial) at the time of
posting the comment

2023-05-20
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ICMIJE DISCLOSURE FORM+*

Date:? [Click or tap to enter a date]-
Your Name:+* |Click or tap here o enter text.+!
Manuscript Title: [Ctick or tap here to enter text &

Manuscript Number (if known):« [Cll:k or tap here to ertertext]

In the interest of transparency, we ask you to disclose all relationships/activities/interests listed below that are related to the
content of your manuscript. “Related” means any relation with for-profit or not-for-profit third parties whose interests may be
affected by the content of the manuscript. Disclosure represents a commitment to transparency and does not necessarily
indicate a bias. If you are in doubt about whether to list a relationship/activity/interest, it is preferable that you do so.:

The author’s relationships/activities/interests should be defined broadly. For example, if your manuscript pertains 1o the
epidemiology of hypertensicn, you should declare all relationships with manufacturers of antihypertensive medication, even if
that medication is not mentioned in the manuscript

Initem #1 below, report all support for the work reported in this manuscript without time limit. For all other items, the time
frame for disclosure is the past 36 months.

Specifications/Comments (e.g., if payments were
made to you or to your institution)«

Name all entities with whom you have this
relationship or indicate none (add rows as needed|

Time frame: Since the: initial planning of the work:

All support for the
present
manuscript [e.g.,
funding, provision
of study materials,
medical writing,
article processing
charges, etc]
No time liit for
this item.-

vje® O

Time frame: past 36 months

24| Grantsor None
contracts from

any entity (if not
indicated initem

#1 above) <

t |."I'."E

3+ | Royaltiesor Mone+ &

licenses

|t e Lm



https://www.icmje.org/disclosure-of-interest/

Conflict of Interest (COI): E+2 2,

Olai &z S71 T4 ZH Arz|(2)
« O|SfE statement BIE S KA
Springer Nature

Provide “Conflicts of interest/Competing interests” as a header (see template)

Financial interests: Author A has received research support from Company A. Author B has
received a speaker honorarium from Company Wand owns stock in Company X. Author Cis

consultant to company Y.

Non-financial interests: Author C is an unpaid member of committee Z.

Financial interests: The authors declare they have no financial interests.

Non-financial interests: Author A is on the board of directors of ¥ and receives no compensation

as member of the board of directors.

Financial interests: Author A received a speaking fee from Y for Z. Author B receives a salary from

association X. X where s/he is the Executive Director.

Non-financial interests: none.

Financial interests: Author A and B declare they have no financial interests. Author C has received
speaker and consultant honoraria from Company M and Company N. Dr. C has received speaker
honorarium and research funding from Company M and Company Q. Author D has received travel

support from Company O.

Non-financial interests: Author D has served on advisory boards for Company M, Company N and
Company O.


https://www.springer.com/gp/editorial-policies/competing-interests

REVIEWER INFORMS EDITOR OF AUTHOR'S
UNDISCLOSED CONFLICT OF INTEREST (Col)
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Conflict of Interest (COI): ™3

PLOS ONE (https://journals.plos.org/plosone/s/competing-interests)

PUBLISH ABOUT BROWSE SEARCH Q
PLOS ONE
What Represents 2 Competing Interests
Competing Interest?
What to Declare
Who Must Declare The following policy applies to all PLOS journals, unless otherwise noted.

Competing Interests?

Editorial Actions and

Decisions What Represents a Competing Interest?

A competing interest is anything that interferes with, or could reasonably be perceived as interfering with, the full and objective
presentation, peer review, editorial decision-making, or publication of research or non-research articles submitted to PLOS.

Competing interests can be financial or non-financial, professional. or personal. Competing interests can arise in relationship to an
institution, organization, or another person.

Declaring all potential competing interests is a requirement at PLOS and is integral to the transparent reporting of research.

Failure to declare competing interests can result in immediate rejection of a manuscript. If an undisclosed competing interest comes
to light after publication, PLOS will take action in accordance with COPE guidelines and issue a public notification to the community.

What to Declare

Everyone involved in the peer review process, including authors, editors and reviewers, and readers, must declare all potentially
competing interests that occurred within 5 years of conducting the research under consideration, or preparing the article for
publication.
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Authorship: 22 4.,

DARRe] A% Y AL
« PLoS ONE
« &I H (pre-publication), & &

(post-publication) 2| A X X}
Jg o > Ensure that the manuscript is in full adherence with all PLOS editorial and publishing_policies.

Corresponding Author Responsibilities

The corresponding author takes responsibility for and speaks on behalf of all authors.

Pre-publication:

mot ot

> Ensure that all authors have access to the final version of the manuscript that is submitted to the journal, and agree 1o the
author list and author contributions.

> Ensure that all authors have seen the final draft of the manuscript before it is published.

> Provide to the journal written confirmation that all authors consent to any requested changes in the manuscript's authorship.

Post-publication:

> Continue to be the peint of contact for queries about the published paper.

> Inform all coauthors of any matters arising and ensure such matters are dealt with promptly.
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X X}7} Ottl 7] 06§ XH(non-author contributors)
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* PLoS ONE
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Acknowledgments

Contributors who do not meet the criteria for authorship should be mentioned in the Acknowledgments. It is expected that those
being acknowledged have given their permission to be named.
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Term
Conceptualization
Methodology

Software

Validation

Formal analysis
Investigation

Resources
Data Curation
Writing - Original

Draft

Writing - Review &
Editing

Visualization

Supervision

Project administration

Funding acquisition

Definition
Ideas; formulation or evolution of overarching research goals and aims
Development or design of methodology; creation of models

Programming, software development; designing computer programs; implementation of the computer code and
supporting algorithms; testing of existing code components

Verification, whether as a part of the activity or separate, of the overall replication/ reproducibility of
results/experiments and other research outputs

Application of statistical, mathematical, computational, or other formal techniques to analyze or synthesize study data
Conducting a research and investigation process, specifically performing the experiments, or data/evidence collection

Provision of study materials, reagents, materials, patients, laboratory samples, animals, instrumentation, computing
resources, or other analysis tools

Management activities to annotate (produce metadata), scrub data and maintain research data (including software
code, where it is necessary for interpreting the data itself) for initial use and later reuse

Preparation, creation and/or presentation of the published work, specifically writing the initial draft (including
substantive translation)

Preparation, creation and/or presentation of the published work by those from the original research group, specifically
critical review, commentary or revision — including pre-or postpublication stages

Preparation, creation and/or presentation of the published work, specifically visualization/ data presentation

Oversight and leadership responsibility for the research activity planning and execution, including mentorship external
to the core team

Management and coordination responsibility for the research activity planning and execution

Acquisition of the financial support for the project leading to this publication


https://www.elsevier.com/authors/policies-and-guidelines/credit-author-statement

(7/9)

Authorship

XX 3

2023-05-20


https://journals.plos.org/plosone/s/authorship/

Authorship: 282,

MAFHE A AL

Authorship Changes

° P I_OS O N E PLOS journals follow the COPE guidelines for changes in authorship.
= Ol™~oe diET XIS orE Changing the author list after submission requires agreement from all authors. This includes additions, deletions, and changes in
¢ 7-” XH 7|— o '—l- o _? c-L-=Z '—l- = TT -1 ordering. Requests must come from the corresponding author along with an explanation of how any added authors contributed to
%{E —LI_E—E— O'” C OI_|- X‘l Xl- HI_:| 75' % OEI HI_|' &! the work and why guthor{;)_are being added.’removeq after the i.nitial submission. The corresponding aut.hor must also provide to
o E _.__l _g__a_l_xl oFo PLOS documentation verifying that all authors, including any being added, deleted, or reordered, have given written consent to the
—_ o S © (=) change(s). Authorship change requests are subject to PLOS' approval; we may require validation of authorship contributions from

an institutional official.

PLOS does not generally consider requests to add or remove authors between editorial acceptance and publication of the article. If
there are special circumstances that apply to your article such that a post-accept authorship change is needed, please contact the
journal office. These requests require approval by the journal’s editorial team.

In the case of an authorship dispute, the journal will not arbitrate. If the authors are unable to resolve the dispute themselves, we will
defer the issue to the authors’ institution(s) in accordance with COPE guidelines. The journal will abide by institutional
recommendations following authorship investigations, with rare exception.

If we encounter delays resolving pre-publication authorship issues - e.q., if pre-publication authorship disputes are not resolved in a
timely fashion, or if we require but have difficulty obtaining an institution’s input - PLOS joumnals will withdraw or reject the
submission. It is the authors’ responsibility in such cases to follow-up with one another or with the relevant institutional official(s) in
order to resolve any pending issues. PLOS may consider a resubmission iffiwhen the issue is resolved.

Authorship changes after publication are addressed via Corrections, except in rare circumstances.

We will update author bylines via silent republication (i.e., without an accompanying Correction notice) to reflect name changes of
transgender or non-binary authors. QOther name change requests may be granted at the journal's discretion.
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https://journals.plos.org/plosone/s/authorship/

Authorship: 252 4.,

MNXAEY| =2
E% X-I Xf%% _LII_:_E_ X-”% A| ORC|D% X'”%_‘ID.;I'El’(Sprinqer Nature, 2020; Wiley, 2022).

XXAE7| =2 T3A AL
« Wiley

Many journals require authors to confirm, on submission, that they and their co-authors meet the
requirements for authorship and typically provide an ORCID (Open Researcher Contributor ID). An ORCID
provides a persistent digital identifier to distinguish individuals from others with similar names and links

individuals to their research outputs.
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wchart

« ORCID, CRediTIt Z2 EZO| CHst Q1A L3}
« NAE EME OF7|2 = e ds o H ohef

Industry funded study with no
authors from sponsor company

Language quality in the

manuscript does not mateh
that of the cover letter

This may be legitimate, but may also mean deserving
authors have been omitted; reviewing the original

protocol may help determine the role of employees

Name on author list known to be '
from unrelated research area Ny

This may indicate guest authorship

Bear in mind this may be

language editing services

Unspecified role in
acknowledgements

Individual thanked without ------
a specific contribution

Unfeasibly long
or short author list
For example, a simple case report
with a dozen authors or a randomised
trial with a single author

Ouestionable roles of contributors

For example, it appe

ars that no one
drafted the paper or analysed the data

A similarity check shows work derived from a thesis where
the original author is not on the author list or acknowledged

Best practice to minimise authorship problems

legitimate if author has used

g Several similar articles have been published
under different auther names or aliases

Corresponding author seems unable
to respond to reviewers’ comments

Manuscript was drafted or revised by someone
not on the author list or acknowledged

Check Word document properties or tracking or
.comment functions, but bear in mind that there
! may be an innocent explanation for this

Tracking in manuscript shows that
A authors have heen added or removed

Bear in mind there may be
legitimate reasons for this

ORI  Impossibly prolific author

For example, a head of
department as senior author

Authorship changes without
notification during revision stages

This may be detected by an online
search or plagiarism check

Adopt policies that allow for
transparency around who contributed
to the submitted work and in
what capacity

SUBMIT ENCOURAGE

Facilitate awareness
of emerging standards
eg, ORCID and CRediT
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Check for unusual patterns of
behaviour which may suggest
authorship problems
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https://publicationethics.org/sites/default/files/recognising-authorship-problems-cope-infographic.pdf
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. PLoS ONE

PLOS does not allow artificial intelligence (Al) tools and technologies to be listed as authors. |f Al tools were used in conducting the
study or preparing the manuscript, their usage must be disclosed transparently in the Methods section (or the Acknowledgements
for article types lacking a Methods section) and the article must clearly report which content was affected. See our Artificial
Intelligence Tools and Technologies policy for more information about our requirements.

 JAMA Network Journal

Reproduced and Re-created Material

JAMA does not republish text, tables, figures, or other material from other publishers, except under rare

circumstances. Please delete any such material and replace with originals.

The submission and publication of content created by artificial intelligence, language models, machine
learning, or similar technologies is discouraged, unless part of formal research design or methods, and is
not permitted without clear description of the content that was created and the name of the model or

tool, version and extension numbers, and manufacturer. Authors must take responsibility for the integ-

rity of the content generated by these models and tools.
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https://journals.plos.org/plosone/s/authorship/
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/pages/instructions-for-authors#:~:text=The%20submission%20and%20publication%20of%20content,Back%20to%20top
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PLOS ONE (https://journals.plos.org/plosone/s/authorship/)

PUBLISH ABOUT BROWSE SEARCH Q

PLOS ONE

Authorship Requirements
Group Authorship

Author Contributions
Acknowledgments

Corresponding Author
Responsibilities

Professional Medical Writers
Authorship Changes
Author Identification

Editor and Reviewer
Requirements

Authorship

The following policies apply to all PLOS journals, unless otherwise noted.
Everyone listed as an author should meet our criteria for authorship. Everyone who meets our criteria for authorship must be listed
as an author, and the contributions of all authors must be reported.
We expect that all authors will take public responsibility for the content of the manuscript submitted to PLOS.
All authors should be listed in the Editorial Manager submission form before peer review. If a submission's authorship changes
during peer review or revisions, the author fields in the Editorial Manager submission form should be updated at the next available
opportunity (e.g. when submitting the ravision), and authors must fulfill the requirements described here
All authors will be contacted by email to ensure that they are aware of and approve the submission of the manuscript, its content
and its authorship. Some PLOS journals require that all co-authors confirm their assent to publication by email. Please contact the
journal office (PLOS ONE@plos.org) or the PLOS Publication Ethics team (pub-ethics@ples.org) if you have concerns about a

submission’s authorship

Authorship issues identified after publication may result in a correction, Expression of Concem, or retraction.

Authorship Requirements

All authors are expected to have made substantial contributions to the submitted work and to be accountable for the work both
before and after publication.
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